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WOMEN'S GOLF FINISHES SECOND 
AT SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
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(DOUBLE-A] 


(SINGLE-A] 


LANCE CORMIER, PITCHER 
TAMPA BAY RAYS 


MATT DOWNS, INFIELDER 
FRESNO GRIZZLIES 


WADE LEBLANC, PITCHER 
PORTLAND BEAVERS 


ADAM PAVKOVICH, INFIELDER 
SALT LAKE BEES 


ANDY PHILLIPS, INFIELDER 
INDIANAPOLIS INDIANS. 


PAUL PHILLIPS, CATCHER 
COLORADO SPRINGS SKYBOX 


DAVID ROBERTSON, PITCHER 
SCANTON-WILKES BARRE YANKEES 


TAYLOR TANKERSLEY, PITCHER 
NEW ORLEANS ZEPHYRS. 


ALEX AVILA, CATCHER 
ERIE SEAWOLVES 


TOMMY HUNTER, PITCHER 
FRISCO (TEXAS) ROUGHRIDERS 


CALE IORG, INFIELDER 
ERIE SEAWOLVES 


T.J. LARGE, PITCHER 
PORTLAND SEADOGS 


GREG PAIML, INFIELDER 
WINSTON-SALEM DASH 


EMEEL SALEM, OUTFIELDER 
CHARLOTTE STONE CRABS 


| TENNIS (W) 


ALABAMA WOMEN'S TENNIS RECEIVES 
ITA NATIONAL TEAM SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD 


The Alabama women's tennis team has been honored as March's recipients of the Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA) National 
Team Sportsmanship Award. The ITA National Team Sportsmanship Award is a monthly award that goes to one men's and one 
women's team that has exemplified outstanding sportsmanship, character and ethical conduct in the true spirit of competition 
and collegiate tennis. 


The Crimson Tide was nominated for its play at the Wildcat Invitational on January 16 - 18 when Mainz had to leave the night 
before the tournament due to the passing of her father. The ITA said, “With heavy hearts, the team played every match during the 
course of the tournament with incredible passion and energy while exhibiting sportsmanship that truly represented themselves as 
ambassadors of the sport." 


"| am proud of our team for displaying tremendous sportsmanship while competing in the Wildcat Invitational," added Mainz. 
"They played inspiring tennis throughout the weekend and battled courageously. They have been consistent all season with com- 
peting with class, dignity and pride. Each week they put it all out on the line with good gamesmanship." 


| LIFESKILLS 


SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE OFFERS LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING PROGRAM FOR COACHES’ & STUDENT-ATHLETES 


Alabama coaches and student-athletes participated in Branded A Leader (BAL) training over a course of two days on April 6-7th. 
This year marked the first installment of a new program approved by the SEC for its member institutions. Branded A Leader (BAL) 
is a training program that addresses a wide range of student-athlete welfare issues. 


The overall theme of the two day training concentrated on reinforcing to student-athletes the importance of making good deci- 
sions and raised awareness that destructive decision making not only effects them personally but their team, and the institution 
in which the student-athletes represent. BAL facilitators challenged the student-athletes to think more critically and be responsible 
for their decisions and those of their teammates. BAL facilitators used the appeal of mainstream media and its branding strategies 
as a foundation for student-athletes to discuss personal decisions and difficult social situations involving teammates. 


The goals of BAL are to: 
* Challenge student-athlete thinking regarding various social aspects of their lives 
* Empower student-athletes with information & skills necessary to make good decisions and to confront teammates 
* Foster student-athlete accountability for personal & teammate behavior 
* Create awareness and greater understanding of the impact of decisions on a wide range of brands 


Overall, the BAL training program was well received by coaches and student-athletes. The response from the student- athletes 
about their discussion sessions has been very positive and challenged them to be more deliberate when making decisions that 
could ultimately change how they are viewed by their teammates, families and other brands that they represent. 


TICKET OFFICE 
NEW TICKET TRANSFER BENEFIT FOR FANS 


Can't make all the games during the season? The Ticket Office is now providing a season ticket benefit which allows Crimson 
Tide fans to electronically transfer tickets to friends or family members. It is easy as simply accessing your account online and 
transferring your tickets by putting in a name and email address for the recipient. The recipient then gets an email notifying 
them of the transfer and instantly receives the tickets via print-at-home delivery. Your season tickets never have to go unused 
again! 


For more information on the ticket transfer benefit or to review a Frequently Asked Question document, go to 
http://www.rolltide.com/tickets. Please call the Alabama Ticket Office at 877-TIDETIX with questions or email us at 
ticketoffice@ia.ua.edu. 
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BOBBY GREENWOOD, FOOTBALL 

KENT MATTHES, BASEBALL 

JUSTIN KNOX, MEN'S BASKETBALL 

MATTHEW SWAN, MEN'S GOLF 

KEVIN GREER, MEN'S SWIMMING 

DAVID CHAPLIN. MEN'S TRACK & FIELD 
CAMERON SHERRILL, MEN'S CROSS COUNTRY 
ALYSON BUTLER. WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
LAURA GOODWIN, WOMEN'S GOLF 

KASSI PRICE, GYMNASTICS 

VICTORIA CROY, ROWING 

KAILEY CORKEN, SOCCER 

ELIZABETH HUGHES, WOMEN'S SWIMMING & DIVING 
ALICE TUNARU, WOMEN'S TENNIS 

KIMBERLEY LAING, WOMEN'S TRACK & FIELD 
FARRAH STEWART, WOMEN'S CROSS COUNTRY 
CALLI JOHNSON, VOLLEYBALL 
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SUCCESS HAS FOLLOWED NEW ALABAMA MEN'S 
BASKETBALL COACH ANTHONY GRANT TO EACH 
STOP IN HIS STERLING 21-YEAR COACHING 
CAREER AND CRIMSON TIDE FANS HOPE THAT 
GRANT'S TRACK RECORD CAN VAULT THE MEN'S 
BASKETBALL PROGRAM BACK INTO THE UPPER 
ECHELON OF THE SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE 
AND THE NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT 


The 43-year-old Grant begins his tenure in Tuscaloosa with what 
could already be considered a lifetime’s worth of accomplish- 
ments and honors in the coaching ranks. Grant’s actual arrival 
in Tuscaloosa matched his impressive resume as droves of 
faithful fans greeted the new coach and his family as their plane 
touched down. 


“To see that reception at the airport when the plane landed - my 
kids were looking out the windows at the parade-type atmo- 
sphere,” said Grant. “| was blown away with the welcome, the 
passion everyone had at the airport and the support we've 
gotten has been tremendous. You get the sense that this is a 
special place and there's great potential to make it even better 
than it already is.” 


The source of that passion and potential is not lost on Grant as 
he takes over the reins of a program that trails only Kentucky in 
all-time SEC victories, has advanced to the NCAA Tournament 
‘Sweet 16’ eight times in its 19 tourney appearances, has won 
seven SEC regular season championships and six tournament 
titles while producing 19 first-team All-Americans. 


“Being in this program and knowing 


“The things my parents instilled in us as kids have a tremen- 
dous influence on me,” said Grant. “People ask me who my 
mentors are and it started with my parents. I've been fortunate 
to be around some great coaches, but more than anything, they 
just reinforced the work ethic and values my parents instilled in 
me.” 


One of those values Grant has learned from both parents is the 
necessity of education and opportunities it can present. 


“The thing my dad told all of us was the importance of getting 
an education and the doors it could open for you,” said Grant. 
“We as children saw firsthand how it impacted his life not 
having those opportunities.” 


This message is carried over to each of his players as he 
encourages them to ‘use basketball and not let basketball use 
you,’ in ensuring they earn a diploma at Alabama. 


“He's a great coach and he’s able to communicate with his 
players how much he cares about them as people, which | think 
makes guys play harder for him,” said Eric Maynor, a first-team 
all-conference guard for Grant at VCU. “He's been the key to my 
success.” 


Grant's commitment to generating 


that you're in a program that is the 
second-winningest program in the 
history of the Southeastern Confer- 
ence, has played for championships, 
has been able to place over 40 guys 
at the professional level, that speaks 
volumes for what this program is 
about,” said Grant. 


Rebuilding and maintaining the tra- 
dition and history of success is 
nothing new for Grant. During his 10 
years on the coaching staff at the 
University of Florida, he helped turn 
a program that only had five 20-win 
seasons in its history into a back-to- 
back national champion. The first of 
the two titles were won with Grant on 
the bench and the second, after he 
departed for VCU, with players he 
had recruited. Student-athletes he 
helped lure to Florida included nine 
McDonald's All-Americans and seven 
NBA first-round draft picks as four of 
his last seven recruiting classes were 
ranked in the top five in the nation. 


After laying the foundation for Florida’s second title run, 
Grant was named the head coach at Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Richmond, Virginia. At VCU, he inherited a tradi- 
tionally strong mid-major program that had earned 11 post- 
season berths and guided the program to three straight 
conference titles and postseason appearances. Along the 
way, his three teams all posted 24 or more wins, just one of 
14 programs in the nation to do so over that three-year 
period. 


While Grant has benefited from being surrounded by great 
coaches along the way, his success ultimately harkens back 
to home and his working-class upbringing in Miami, Florida, 
as the youngest of six children. Grant hopes to teach his 
players the values and lessons passed down from his parents, 
a father with a fourth-grade education and a mother who 
worked full-time and raised six children while earning a 
college degree. 


success off the court has not gone 
unnoticed by the national media. 
ESPN college basketball analyst Jay 
Bilas says, “The thing about Anthony 
Grant is he's all class. He's a terrific 
leader of young men. He gets it.” 


The NCAA recently reaffirmed 
Grant's reputation as a molder of 
young men as his VCU team earned 
an NCAA Public Recognition Award 
for boasting an Academic Progress 
Rate (APR) score that was in the top 
10 percent nationally. 


“My vision for this program is to play 
for championships,” said Grant. “I 
think with the history, tradition and 
success that this program has had, 
my vision, my goals and my confi- 
dence with the administration's 
support and leadership that we have, 
we are going to be able to take that 
next step in this program and do 
some special things.” 


In his first month on the job, Grant has been consumed with the 
task of laying the foundation to make future championship runs by 
recruiting extensively and working to forge a reputation in the state 
and region needed guarantee future success on the recruiting trail. 
“This is a place that they [potential student-athletes] will come and 
get a great education,” said Grant. “They will come here to be lead 
by a group of coaches that will care about them, that will want the 
best for them, that will push them to become all that they're 
capable of becoming on and off the floor and that they will have an 
opportunity to make their dreams come true by playing for cham- 
pionships and to fulfill their dreams and goals as individuals.” 


The facilities, resources, passion and tradition are certainly in 
place for Grant to do those special things he envisions for the 
Crimson Tide and his passion and commitment meets, if not 
exceeds, that of the Alabama faithful. 


“There will be no one that will work harder or be more dedicated 
than | will to make sure that we put a product on that floor, a 
product that walks on this campus and product that you will recog- 
nize in this community and be proud of the way they represent the 
university,” said Grant. “I promise you that.” 
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BASEBALL aa 


Head Coach Jim Wells picked up his 800th 
career win against Tennessee in April. Wells 
is the 28th active Division | coach to win 800 
games and the 59th coach in NCAA history 
with as many wins. 


BASKETBALL (M) <i 


The University of Alabama men's basket- 
ball team was recognized and honored for 
its efforts during the 2008-09 season at its 
annual awards banquet in April. 


Accomplete list of award winners follows: 
Robert ‘Rah Rah’ Scott 

Christian Leader Award 

— Justin Knox 


Paul Sullivan 
Most Blocked Shots Award 
—JaMychal Green 


Guy Lee Turner 
Defensive Award 
— Andrew Steele 


Jerry Harper 
Rebounding Award 
—JaMychal Green 


Highest Field Goal Percentage Award 
-JaMychal Green 


Hustle Award 
~ Greg Cage 


Hayden Riley 
Scholarship Award 
— Greg Cage 


Highest Free Throw 
Percentage Award 
— Mikhail Torrance 


Most Steals Award 
— Senario Hillman 


Highest Three-Point 
Field Goal Percentage Award 
— Anthony Brock, 


Assists Award 
— Mikhail Torrance 


Scoring Average Award 
— Alonzo Gee 


Larry Park 
Coaches Award 
— Alonzo Gee 


FOOTBALL <j 

Alabama linebacker Rolando McClain and 
nose guard Terrence Cody were selected to 
the 2009 Lott Trophy Watch List. Named 
after Hall of Farner Ronnie Lott, the Lott 
Trophy is awarded to college football's 
Defensive Impact Player of the Year. Now in 
its sixth year, The Lott Trophy is the only 
College football award to equally recognize 
athletic performance and the personal char- 
acter attributes of the player, The Lott 
Trophy Watch List consists of 42 of the 
nation's top defensive players who have 
had the biggest impact on their respective 
teams, both on and off the field. Alabama Is 
‘one of four teams to have multiple candi- 
dates on the initial watch list, which consists 
of 42 players on 38 differant teams across 
college football, DeMeco Ryans won the 
award in 2005. 


LE 


+ The Alabama men's golf tear produced an 
impressive final round at the 2009 SEC. 
Men's Golf Championship at the Frederica 
Golf Club to finish in sixth place at 9-over-par 
873 for the 54-hole event. Tide true 
freshman Bud Cauley continued to impress 
with a 3-under-par 69 that left him in a tie for 
fifth place at his first SEC Championship. 
Cauley strung together rounds of 73 (+1), 70 
(-2) and 69 (-3) to record his fourth top-five 
finish of the season in eight tournaments. 


» The Crimson Tide now awaits a bid to the 
NCAA Tournament and a regional assign- 
ment to one of six NCAA Regionals 
(Galloway, N.J.; Austin, Texas; Daly City 
Calif.; Sorrento, Fla.; Bowling Green, Ky.; or 
Stillwater, Okla.) which will be held May 
14-16. 


<—_~ 


The Alabama Rowing team won the first 
team gold medal in the program's history 
at the Southern Intercollegiate Rowing 
Association Championship Regatta held 
at the Melton Lake Rowing Venue in Oak 
Ridge, Tenn. The Crimson Tide won the 
Grand Final of the Novice 8+ race with a 
time of 7:09, finishing a boat length ahead 
of its nearest competition. 


Alabama returns to action May 8 at the 
Dad Vail Rowing Championships In Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania. 


Ss 


LL 


The Amateur Softball 
America (ASA), the National Governing 
Body of Softball in the United States, has 
selected its 25 Finalists for the 8th Annual 
USA Softball Collegiate Player of the Year 
Award. Alabama is represented by three 
players, senior Brittany Rogers, junior 
Charlotte Morgan and sophomore Kelsi 
Dunne. Rogers and Morgan were on the 
final list of 25 last season. This award, 
which is considered the most prestigious 
honor in Division | women's collegiate 
softball, is designed to recognize out- 
standing athletic achievement by female 
collegiate softball players across the 
country. 


Association of 


+ Dunne garnered Pitcher of the Week 
honors from the Southeastern Conference 
during the first and last week of April, while 
freshman Cassandra Reilly-Boccia was 
named Freshman of the Week. Dunne 
was also named the Louisville 
‘Slugger/NFCA Division | National Player of 
the Week and the USA Softball Player of 
the Week during the first week of April. 
The honors are a career first for the right- 
hander and the awards also mark the first 
of the season for a member of the 
Crimson Tide. 


Morgan was named the Southeastern 
Conference Softball Player of the Week 
during the third week of April. Morgan led 
Alabama to a perfect 5-0 week with alll five 
wins coming over SEC opponents. 
Morgan put ona clinic at the plate all week 
long as she batted a team-best .714 (10- 
for-14) with two home runs and eight RBI. 
The junior collected four multi-hit games 
on the week and tallied two multi-RBI 
games. Her two round-trippers and one 
double led to a 1.214 slugging percent- 
age. 
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top-25 national finist 


Mike Curington 
Men's Most Valuable Award 
- Aaron Fleshner 


Christina Jarvis 
Women's Most Valuable Award 
- Agustina de Giovann 


Bob Dimick 
Men's Most Scholastic 


Kevin Greer 


Ellen McGrath 
Women's Most Scholastic 
Britney Busch 


Arne Borgstrom 
Men's Most Valuable Newcomer 


Angelika Knipping 
Women’s Most Valuable Newcomer 
Carrie Dragland 


Marshall Shoemaker 
Men's Most Dedicated 


Kyle Lee 


Katie Williams 
Women's Most Dedicated 


Kate Shannon Gray 


Carlos Berrocal 
Men's Most Improved 


Oliver Basse 


Kim Nicholson 
Women's Most Improved 
Hannah Brinks & Julie 


ards 


Men’s Coaches’ Award 
Mark Randall 


Women's Coaches’ Award 
— Baylee Ellson 


Debra Hobart Perseverance, 
Determination and Spirit Award 
— Cassie Craddock 


Men’s Team Captain 


‘evin Greer 


Women's Team Captain 
~ Shannon Van Hoy 


VOLLEYBALL 


BY STEVE TOWNSEND Re 


During my days at the University, | had the pleasure of 
dealing with many gifted individuals, none more so than 
Derrick Thomas. 


The first time | ever saw Derrick live and ae close was at a 
practice session back in the mid-1980s. Standing along- 
side former assistant coach Dude Hennessey, we marveled 
at the skills of the blitzing machine from Miami. 


On that particular day, the defensive players were wearing 
red and didn't have numbers on Ce eee s. Cornelius. 
Bennett was the focal point then, but Dude, who coached a 
number of Alabama defensive pees during his career 
under Paul Bryant, simply said: "Nobody can block him. 
He's the best pass rusher I've ever seen." 


| said, “Who is this guy?” His simple answer: “Derrick 
Thomas. He's special." 


Statistics sometimes can be skewed to paint a ye eli 
Picture but when it came to Alabama legend Derric 

homas that was hardly the case.Listed below are just a few 
of the magical marks/accomplishments of “D.T.”: 


126 NFL sacks 

NFL record seven sacks vs. Seattle in 1990 

NFL record 45 career fumbles caused 

27 sacks for the Tide in 1988 

52 sacks for his Alabama career 

9-time Pro Bowl selection 

1989 AFC Defensive Rookie of the Year 

1993 Walter Payton "NFL Man of the Year" 

1988 Butkus Award 

1988-89 SEC Athlete of the Year 

1988 CBS Defensive Player of the Year 

1988 Washington Touchdown Club Player of the Year 
Member of the All-Time Alabama Team _ 

Member of the All-Time Kansas City Chiefs Team 


Tagged with the moniker "Sack Man" during his playing 
days for the Crimson Tide, D.T. tackled enough quarter- 
backs during his college and NFL days to earn his 
rightful place in the State of Alabama Sports Hall of 
Fame and the Kansas City Chiefs Hall of Fame back in 
2001, only a year after his tragic passing. This summer 
he will be enshrined among football's greatest of all-time 
in Canton, Ohio, in the hallowed NFL Hall of Fame. 


One day, hopefully in the not-so-distant future, the 
College Football Hall of Fame will do the right thing and 
add him to their society of all-time greats. 


| have many personal memories of Derrick, including 
talking to him a few weeks before his fatal accident 
about how he wanted be remembered as a player. Honors 
were important to him, but friendships meant more. 


"| want to go into the Hall of Fame and | want you there 
with me,” he said. “Just like the day you told me | won 
the Butkus." 


| was there with him when he accepted the Butkus in 
Orlando and the CBS honor in New York and the honor in 
Washington. All of them were enlightening moments but 
none more so than our trip to the nation’s capital. 


After an all-night banquet that stretched well into the 
early hours of Sunday morning, D.T. asked me to get him 
up early because he wanted to go to the spot where they 


were building the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Of course, 

everyone who knows Derrick’s story recalls that his father 

died in "Operation Linebacker" — one of the final 
missions during the war. 


Being there with him that day and seeing a young man 
have a spiritual connection with a father he had hardly 
known still ranks above all the sacks and big plays | saw 
Alabama's No. 55 make during his remarkable senior 
season. 


A few years later he called me, telling me he had been 
asked to be the keynote speaker at the dedication of the 
Memorial. His enthusiasm and emotion on the eve of his 
speech were unbridled. Who could blame him? 


His friends will always remember the infectious smile 
and the charismatic and magnanimous manner in which 
he dealt with his fellow man. His 4th and Long Founda- 
tion has inspired thousands of young Kansas City 
children to learn to read. His numerous charitable affilia- 
tions helped him earn the NFL Man of the Year recogni- 
tion in 1993. 


While the Crimson Tide will always consider him a 
favorite son, so do those Chiefs fans in Kansas City, 
where he played 11 years and earned his place in the 
NFL Hall of Fame. 


aoe x 
Upon the announcement of Derrick's election to the NFL 
Hall of Fame, Jason Whitlock of the Kansas City Star wrote: 


“When Derrick Thomas’ name was announced for inclusion in 
the 2009 Pro Football Hall of Fame class, his mother 
screeched and the five-year wait for this moment turned incon- — 
sequential. i 


Derrick Thomas is a football immortal. His name is forever 
linked to Lawrence Taylor’s and Dick Butkus’ and Reggie 
White's and all the other all-time defensive greats. And now we 
know we watched, chronicled and celebrated a Hall of Famer. 


D.T. to Canton is our Super Bowl run, the payoff for 2 years i 
of dedication to Chiefs football. j 


Fr. 
Thomas’ induction into the Hall of Fame is the most impor- 
tant, tangible accomplishment of the Carl Peterson era. The 
sellout crowds, the sparkling regular-season records in the _ 
1990s, the additions of Joe Montana and Marcus Allen =~ 
none of those feats compares to the club’s homegrown fran- 
chise player having his career immortalized in Canton, Ohio. 


For us, D.T. defined the just-completed era of Kansas City a. 
football. Now the definition has been broadened. What by 
Thomas achieved in a Chiefs uniform helped define an entire . 
league. 


When the writers vote a player into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame, they're saying the NFL’s story can't be properly told 
without the player's inclusion.” 


Congratulations, D.T. You are now forever immortalized 
for all you did on and off the field. 
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The annual Walk of Fame ceremony took 
place at Denny Chimes. The 2008 perma- 
nent team captains center Antoine 
Caldwell, safety Rashad Johnson and 
quarterback John Parker Wilson - had their 
hand prints and foot prints placed in 
cement at the base of Denny Chimes. 


The First Annual A-Club 7-on-7 Classic 
was held prior to A-Day at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. The A-Club 7-on-7 Classic flag 
football game featured Crimson Tide letter- 
men in both a playing and coaching 


capacity. Former Tide greats in attendance 
included Antonio Langham, Bob Baum- 
hower (coaching), John Copeland, Major 
Ogilvie (coaching), Barry Krauss, Derrick 
Oden, Tyrone Prothro and Le'Ron McClain 
(coaching). 


The Crimson Team defeated the White 
Team, 14-7, in the 2009 Golden Flake 


A-Day Game before a crowd of 84,050 at 1 i a 
Bryant-Denny Stadium and an ESPN Representatives of Liberty Mutual Insur- 


. ance attended the A-Day Game to present 
national television audience. Two Greg Crimson Tide head coach Nick Saban with 
McElroy touchdown passes led the 
Crimson Team to the win, a 52-yard con- the 2008 Football Bowl Subdivision Liberty 
nection to Julio Jones with 9:00 left in the ual oe of the Year Award He 
first quarter and a 10-yard pass to Mike guided the Crimson Tide to a 12-2 record, Most Valuable Li 
McCoy with 4:30 left in the second quarter. the 2008 SEC Westem Division Champi- TER bey Gale Acne Dee ae 
Ivan Matchett's 5-yard run with 14:11 left in onship and a trip to the Allstate Sugar credited with 4 tackles. including one 
the fourth quarter was the White Team's Bowl. In leading the Tide to 12 wins last : 
only score of the day. McElroy ended the quarterback sack. ~~ Sophomore 

y fh he Di y. H uf M, q season, Saban set the school record for receiver Marquis Maze and junior 
day sharing the Dixie Howell Memorial highest increase in wins from year one to 
Most Valuable Player Award with Marquis two b Alab: h. Coach quarterback Greg McElroy shared the 
Maze. McElroy completed 16 of 30 passes year two by an Alabama coach. Coacl Dixie Howell Memorial Award as Most 
for 189 yards with two interceptions and Saban received a check for $50,000 from Valuable Players of the A-Day Game. 
two touchdowns. Maze had a game-high 5 Liberty Mutual Insurance to support his Maze finished the day with 134 all- 
catches for 87 yards including a longest favorite charity - Nick's Kids - and $20,000 purpose yards, gaining 87 yards on 
catch of 38 yards. Maze also led all rushers in scholarship funding for the University's five receptions while rushing for 47 
with 47 yards on 2 carries on reverses. alumni association. Saban will also be rec- yards on two carries. McElroy com- 
Sa oa SS bat gyareeck ognized in the permanent Liberty Mutual pleted 16 of 30 passes for 189 yards 

Wi lepher 
ig! p Coach of the Year display at the College with two interceptions and two touch- 


Lineman of the Game Award. Rolando 
McClain led all tacklers with 6 tackles Footbal’ Hal .of Fame’ lini South ‘Bend, downs 


including 1 sack. Indiana. 


Three players were recognized for 
their outings in the A-Day Game. 
Sophomore defensive lineman 
Marcell Dareus was voted by the 
media the winner of the Dwight Ste- 


TALK OF THE TIDE 


Q anno A 


What is the 
BIGGEST CHALLENGE 


of being a first-year administrator at UA? 


“Without question, it’s learning the way the University of Alabama functions both inside 
and outside of the athletic department. It usually takes a full cycle (one year), in my 
opinion, to settle in and get things in order. After you have gone through a full cycle, | 
think you then have the ability to let some things run on automatic pilot and assess 
other areas that you need to focus on.” 


What has been your IMPRESSION 


of the University of Alabama? 


"It is a school that has a very rich academic and athletic tradition. It’s an institution that 
produces champions on and off the field. It’s a beautiful campus surrounded by a beau- 
tiful area. From a football standpoint (tradition and passion) there is probably no place 
like it on Earth. My family has enjoyed the 10 months that we have been here tremen- 
dously.” 


What has been the 
BIGGEST ADJUSTMENT 


since coming from Michigan State? 


“When you have been at a place for 12 years, you know how to get things done very 
quickly and you know how things function from a university and community standpoint. 
There is definitely a comfort level with time. From a football standpoint, you have to 
adapt to a new football tradition and culture from one that you have been engrained in 
for over a decade. Also, there is no snow so | don’t have to showcase my superior 
driving skills any longer.” 


Is TALK OF THE TIDE 


WITH 
MIKE 
VOLLMAR 


What are some of the 


KEY RESPONSIBILITES 


for a director of football operations? 


“First off, like a lot of other athletic administrators, you have to 
be able to multi-task and communicate effectively. My main 
responsibility is to oversee the day-to-day operations of the 
ootball program and team which needs to be consistent with 
head coach’s expectations of how he wants the program to be 
run. Some of the key responsibilities would include in-season 
and post-season team travel, pre-season football camp, 
pudget oversight, football li game management, 
housing and food services, and serving as a liaison to 
numerous departments and areas, internally and externally. / 
Obviously, this can’t be done by one individual so there are a J 
lot of people who contribute to this entire process.” 


ranks 
your 


While coming up through 
in the business, who we 


MENTORS? 


“My mentors from a football standpoint include Bo 
Schembechler (former head coach at Michigan) and Paul 
Pasqualoni (former head coach at Syracuse). From an 
athletic administration standpoint - Bob Chmiel (former 
recruiting coordinator at Michigan & Notre Dame) and Jeff 
Long (current athletic director at Arkansas).” 


MIKE VOLLMAR 


Ig 


SUPPORT YOUR TEAM. 
ASK BEFORE YOU ACT. 


For questions regarding NCAA regulations, contact: 
Alabama Athletics Compliance office at (205) 348-3615 
or e-mail compliance@ia.ua.edu 


COMPLIANCE 


CHALLENGE 


Each question ts worth one point, After you are finished, use the answers at the bottom to total 
up your score and see how you stack up! 


1) A current student-athlete may use host money on an official visit to pay for the entertainment of other 
current student-athletes as well as the entertainment for the official visitor. 
A. True - The host money may be used for any student-athlete’s entertainment as long as they are with 
the official visitor. 
B. False - The host money may only be used to pay for the entertainment of the designated host and the 
official visitor. 


2) Ifa former University of Alabama player is on campus, they may meet with recruits who are on official 
or unofficial visits, 
A. True - As long as it is on-campus contact, the former player may talk to recruits who are on visits. 
B. False - Former players are considered boosters and may not be involved in recruitment in any way. 


3) In regards 10 complimentary admissions to athletic events for prospects, when is it permissible for the 
University of Alabama to reserve tickets for the prospect to buy in addition to the complimentary admis- 
sions? 
A. During an unofficial visit, but the additional tickets may only be for immediate family members of the 
prospect. 

B. During an official visit and the additional tickets may be for anyone. 
C. During an official visit, but the additional tickets may only be for immediate family members of the 
prospect. 

D. Both A and C 

E. It is never permissible to reserve additional tickets for a prospect to purchase 


4) Afootball camp may be advertised as an “elite level” or “blue-chip” camp. 
A. True - The NCAA permits schools to advertise their camps in any way as long as the only restrictions on 
‘attendance are limited to age, grade, gender, and/or total number of campers. 
B. False - It is not permissible for a school to advertise or promote a camp or clinic in any way that implies 
a camper should possess a certain level of experience, skill or ability. 


5) A University of Alabama coach may NOT mail which of the following to an eligible prospect? 
A game program. 

Acamp brochure. 

An informational questionnaire. 
Ahand written note. 

Business cards. 


mons> 


